
 

Fraunces Tavern Bombing 

 New York City has had a long history of terrorist attacks.  On 

September 16, 1920, there was a bombing at 23 Wall Street near the 

J.P. Morgan Bank.  40 people were killed and 143 were seriously injured.  

On March 6, 1980, a group called the “Weather Underground” planned 

to blow-up bombs in several sites to protest the Vietnam War.  On 

December 29, 1975, a bomb was exploded at the TWA baggage claim 

area which killed 11 and seriously injured 74 people.  On February 26, 

1993, Ramzi Yousef and Eyad Ismoil exploded a truck bomb in the 

garage of the World Trade Center, killing 6 and injuring thousands.  

And, on September 11, 2001, Al-Queda hijacked four airplanes and 

crashed two of them into the World Trade Center.  These are just a few 

of the many terror attacks that have occurred in New York City.  On 

January 24, 1975, a terrorist group called “Fuerzas Armadas de Liberal, 

on Nacional Puertoriquena, or Armed Forces of Puerto Rico National 

Liberation (FALN) planted a fragmentation bomb at the historic 

Fraunces Tavern in Lower Manhattan.  This essay will discuss this 

horrible event. 



The Building:  Fraunces Tavern was built in 1719.  It is a four-story 

structure built of brick and wood joist.  It is owned by the “Sons of the 

Revolution”.  The second floor was a private club called “The Anglers 

Club”.  The Anglers Club consists of fishing enthusiasts which goes back 

to the roots of Lower 

Manhattan.  On December 

4, 1783, George 

Washington said an 

emotional fairwell to his 

officers who served under 

him in the Revolutionary 

War at Fraunces Tavern.  In 

1845, the building was 

damaged by a large 

conflagration that engulfed 

Lower Manhattan.  There 

are two entrances to the 

building.  The main 

entrance is at 54 Pearl Street and the other is at 101 Broad Street.  



There was a stairway to the upper floors at the Broad Street entrance.  

The building has landmark status. 

 On a cold Friday 

afternoon on January 24, 

1975, there was a robust 

lunch crowd in Lower 

Manhattan.  The sidewalks 

were filled with pedestrians.  

There were 20 patrons 

enjoying lunch at Fraunces 

Tavern.  Shortly after 1315 

hours, two unidentified men 

entered the Broad Street 

entrance to Fraunces 

Tavern.  They were carrying 

a briefcase.  Inside the briefcase was ten sticks 

of dynamite, nails, propane, and other 

shrapnel along with a detonation device.  They 

placed the briefcase on the floor near the 

stairway at the Broad Street entrance.  At 

1329 hours, the fragmentation bomb 

exploded. 



 The bomb sent a fire ball up the stairway.  

The explosion took out the concrete and marble 

stairway.  There was a partition wall that 

separated the stairway from the tavern.  There 

were two patrons on the tavern side of the wall 

that were killed instantly.  There were people on 

the second floor that were injured and trapped.  

There were several people in the ground floor 

tavern that were injured.   



 In 1975, Engine 10 and Ladder 15 

were quartered together at 73 Water 

Street.  Both companies were having 

lunch in the firehouse when they heard 

the explosion at 1329 hours.  They 

quickly responded.  Lieutenant Thomas 

Regan was in command of Engine 10.  

Upon arrival, they saw what looked like a 

war zone.  There was blast debris covering 

the sidewalks and the street.  There were 

injured people all over the place outside 

the building.  All the windows were 

destroyed.  A second alarm was 

transmitted to get enough firemen to the 

scene to address the myriad of tasks that 

had to be performed.  The fire from the 

initial explosion did not extend to the 

building. 

 Ladder 15 arrived at the scene 

commanded by Lieutenant Charles 

Anderson.  He had his unit set up their 

tower ladder so access could be made 

to the upper floors for search and 

rescue.   

 As the 1st Battalion and the 1st 

Division arrived, they special called 

twenty ambulances to the scene.   



 Next to Fraunces Tavern, 

there was a “coin store”.  The 

explosion caused many valuable 

coins to be strewn into the street.  

Many on-lookers were scavenging 

the street for the coins while 

injured people were still awaiting 

rescue.  The New York City Police 

Department (NYPD) dispatched 200 Police 

Officers to the scene for crowd control.  It is 

reported that there were a thousand on-lookers. 

 As FDNY units arrived at the scene, they 

were given assignments such as search, turning 

off utilities, checking for collapse indicators and 

first aid.  Units were given 

assignments that would 

haunt their memories.  For 

example, Engine 27 was 

given an assignment of 

looking for a severed arm 

amongst the rubble and 

blood-stained tablecloths.  

The blood-stained 



tablecloths were used to stop the bleeding of the victims.  The scene 

was gruesome.   

 The search for 

trapped or injured 

people progressed.  

The FDNY removed 

five people from the 

tavern.  Tower 

Ladder 15 used their 

bucket to remove 

four people from the 

second floor.  Two people were 

found in the dining room, 

deceased.  One deceased 

person was found on the 

second floor.  A fourth person 

perished at Beekman-

Downtown Hospital from his 

injuries.                               

 The departed were: Harold 

Sherbourne, Frank T. Connor, 

Alejandre Berger, and James 

Gezork.  Of the many people 



who were injured, five were taken to Beekman-Downtown Hospital 

where the medical staff worked for hours on their wounds.  Five men 

and three women were admitted to the hospital.  Three of the four 

deceased were within 10 feet of the bomb.   

 Reverend Daniel Rooney of “Our Lady of Rosary Church” from 7 

State Street, responded to the scene.  He gave last rites to three of the 

departed.   

  Fifteen minutes after the blast occurred, the Associated Press 

received a phone call.  The person on the phone stated: “This is the 

FALN.  There is a communique in a telephone booth at Bridge and 

Water Street.”  The NYPD retrieved the message.  The FALN claimed 

responsibility for the Fraunces Tavern Bombing.  The New York City 

Puerto Rican community was outraged.  Representative Herman Badillo 

from the Bronx said this was “an outrageous act” and urged anyone 

who has information about the bombing to contact the authorities.   

Oscar Lopez the terrorist who 

masterminded the Fraunces Tavern 

explosion walking in Puerto Rican Day 

parade NYC 



 The FALN also took previous 

responsibility for the bombing of five office 

buildings, the bombing of the Newark Police 

headquarters, and the booby trapping of 

Police Officer Angel Poggi on his first tour as a 

rookie cop in East Harlem on December 12, 1974.  

Officer Poggi was responding to a reported “body 

found” at a vacant building at 336 East 110 Street.  When Officer Poggi 

arrived, he tripped the bomb.  He was blown 25 feet into the street.  He 

lost his right eye and suffered other injuries.  Between 1974 and 1983, 

the FALN claimed responsibility for 130 bombings in the United States 

and Puerto Rico. 

 A $50,000 reward was offered for information for the arrest and 

conviction for those responsible for the Fraunces Tavern bombing.  

There was never an arrest in this case.  The FALN dissolved in 1983. 

 The bombing of Fraunces Tavern killed four 

people and injured fifty-six, some very seriously.  

May they rest in peace. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 Firefighters in their line 

of work, can easily develop 

Critical Incident Stress 

Disorder.  There are factors 

that can trigger such a 

response.  1. It is a sudden 

event.  2.  It is a response that 

is not considered ordinary.  3.  

The situation is emotionally 

intense.  4.  It is a response 

that is very demanding of the 

firefighter.  5.  The situation 

invokes memories of previous 

incidents.  6.  The response to 

the situation appears to be 

overwhelming to the 

responding firefighters. 

 Acute stress reactions 

can develop while firefighters 

are on the scene.  However, it 

is common for these 

reactions to develop between 

24 and 72 hours after the 

event.   

 Stress reactions can be 

delayed and/or cumulative.   



 There are factors that can determine the severity of the stress 

reaction:   

1. Age of the firefighter. The younger the firefighter, the more 

vulnerable to the stress reaction.   

2. Surprise elements of the situation. 

3. Intensity of the event. 

4. Presence of pre-event emotional problems. 

5. Duration of the incident, the longer the incident, the more 

likely that firefighters would be affected. 

6. Level of personal loss. 

7. Education of firefighters on stress recognition and 

treatment. 

8. Firefighter support and resources, such as critical incident 

stress debriefing teams. 

 In the event you have been exposed to a traumatic event and you 

experience any of the following symptoms, call the Counseling Service 

Unit: 

 Intrusive thoughts or nightmares relating to the event. 

 An effort to avoid thoughts or feelings related to the event. 

 Being constantly on guard or easily startled. 

 Problems concentrating or sleeping. 

 A lack of interest in participating in activities. 

 An inability to experience positive emotions. 

 

    



               

FIREFIGHTER MICHAEL J. TOAL, LADDER 20 (RET.):  Passed 

away on September 29, 2021 from injuries sustained while 

operating at Manhattan Box 5-5-8087.  This was the rescue 

and recovery effort at the World Trade Center after the 

attacks on September 11, 2001.  May he rest in peace.  

Never forget. 

 

BATTALION CHIEF ARTHUR S. LAKIOTES, BATTALION 32 

(RET.):  Passed away on October 23, 2021 from injuries 

sustained while operating at Manhattan Box 5-5-8087.  

This was the rescue and recovery effort at the World Trade 

Center after the attacks on September 11, 2001.  May he 

rest in peace.  Never forget. 

 

EMT MARK A. WEINER, STATION 43 (RET.):  Passed away 

on September 23, 2021 from injuries sustained while 

operating at Manhattan Box 5-5-8087.  This was the rescue 

and recovery effort at the World Trade Center after the 

attacks on September 11, 2001.  May he rest in peace.  

Never forget. 

 

EMS CAPTAIN CHARLES HARRIS, STATION 31 (RET.):  

Passed away on October 23, 2021 from injuries sustained 

while operating at Manhattan Box 5-5-8087.  This was the 

rescue and recovery effort at the World Trade Center after 

the attacks on September 11, 2001.  May he rest in peace.  

Never forget. 



 

RESOURCES:  NY Times, NY Daily News, NY Newsday, Rochester 

Democrat and Chronicle, FDNY Counseling Unit PTSD Poster, National 

Fire Academy “Fire Related Human Behavior” Course Guide,  
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